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Answer Key 

First Words 

1. The last chapter of the Sherlock Holmes’s 
book Valley of Fear is “Danger.” 

2. Helen Reddy hosted “Midnight Special” on 
TV. 

3. The famous humorist Will Rogers said, “All I 
know is just what I read in the papers.” 

4. I. American history 
      A. The War for Independence 
          1. Battle of bunker hill 

5. “Don’t go,” he said. “I haven’t explained yet.” 

6. For my birthday I got a subscription to 
Seventeen. 

7. The morning paper is the Herald Tribune. 

8. Very sincerely yours, 

9. “Hurry up!” Father said. “If we don’t leave 
soon, we’ll be late.” 

10. We went to see the movie North Dallas 
Forty. 

11. Dear Ms. Weiss: 

12. Robert Frost wrote “The Death of the Hired 
Man.” 

13. I. Business letters 
       A. Correct business letter form 
           1. Heading 

14. The recent issue of Sports Illustrated has 
complete coverage of all the AFL teams. 

15. He would answer to “Hil” or to any loud cry 
such as “Fry me!” or “Fritter my wig!” to 
“What-you-may-call-uml” or “What-was-his-
name!” but especially “Thing-um-a-jig!” 

16. The article “Images of Youth Past” appeared 
last fall in an issue of Life Magazine. 

17. Meg finally got to the airport. She asked, 
“Has the plane left?” 

18. “I’m afraid so,” Janet replied. “We’re too 
late.” 

19. I have always enjoyed the Wizard of Oz, but 
I was thoroughly entertained by the movie 
the Wiz. 

20. I think the Song of Solomon is Toni 
Morrison’s best book. 

Adjectives and Adverbs 

21. B 

22. B 

23. A 

24. D 

25. A 

26. B 

Making Subjects and Verbs Agree 

27. angles, change 

28. Smog, is 

29. Sandbars, cause 

30. sections, have 

31. path, circles 

32. evidence, looks 

33. neighbors, run 

34. lunch, costs 

35. disco, has 

36. McDonalds and Burger King, employ 

37. the carburetor, is 

38. the co-captains, have 

39. noise, keeps 
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40. Everyone, wears

41. Everything, has

42. Neither, is

43. Most of the actors, read

44. Both, have

45. All of the cards, are

46. He, doesn’t

47. It, doesn’t

48. She, doesn’t

49. the photographs, are

50. our lane, is



 

Answer Key 

Making Subjects and Verbs Agree 

1. don’t 

2. doesn’t 

3. is 

4. lives 

5. takes 

6. want 

7. is 

8. is 

9. knows 

10. Is 

11. is, is 

12. is 

13. Are 

14. are 

15. is 

16. were 

17. influences 

18. like 

19. were 

20. are 

21. writes 

22. was 

23. is 

24. were, is 

Sentence Fragments 

25. How can a person find patriotism in a local 
night club? Well, it did not take me too long. 
About four weeks ago in a little night club in 

Louisville, Kentucky, a couple of my friends, 
Rick and Lon, the duo who were providing 
the entertainment that night for the club. 
(dependent clause) 
How can a person find patriotism in a local 
night club? Well, it did not take me too long. 
About four weeks ago in a little night club in 
Louisville, Kentucky, a couple of my friends, 
Rick and Lon, the duo who were providing 
the entertainment that night for the club, 
opened with the Star Spangled Banner 
and then America, the Beautiful. 

26. For the past twenty years, the Survey 
Research Center at the University of 
Michigan has been measuring the level of 
Americans’ trust and confidence in their 
politicians and quasi-political trust and 
confidence in their political institutions and 
their leaders. “Political” being all levels of 
government, and “quasi-political” churches, 
labor unions, large professional/business 
associations, educational institutions, and the 
like. The result is that a very sharp decline 
has taken place every year since 1964. (no 
main verb) 
For the past twenty years, the Survey 
Research Center at the University of 
Michigan has been measuring the level of 
Americans’ trust and confidence in their 
politicians and quasi-political trust and 
confidence in their political institutions and 
their leaders. “Political” refers to all levels of 
government, and “quasi-political” includes 
churches, labor unions, large 
professional/business associations, 
educational institutions, and the like. The 
result is that a very sharp decline has taken 
place every year since 1964. 

27. For 200 years Americans believed in better 
jobs, better homes, a better life for one’s 
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children. This confidence no longer exists. 
Polls now indicate that fewer Americans who 
feel they are better off today than they were 
five years ago. A public-opinion analysis 
group has found that large numbers of 
Americans, at some times and in some 
places, see themselves as lower on the ladder. 
Adding worse living conditions and 
anticipation of further decline over the next 
five years. (dependent clause) 
For 200 years Americans believed in better 
jobs, better homes, a better life for one’s 
children. This confidence no longer exists. 
Polls now indicate that fewer Americans feel 
they are better off today than they were five 
years ago. A public-opinion analysis group 
has found that large numbers of Americans, 
at some times and in some places, see 
themselves as lower on the ladder with 
worse living conditions and anticipation of 
further decline over the next five years. 

28. Well, in looking at the picture at the left you 
see an old lady. She has a very funny look on 
her face. As if she’s lonely and just wants to 
be left alone. She also looks as if she has seen 
a lot and experienced lots of things. (dependent 
clause) 
Well, in looking at the picture at the left you 
see an old lady. She has a very funny look on 
her face, as if she’s lonely and just wants to 
be left alone. She also looks as if she has seen 
a lot and experienced lots of things. 

29. A president is an appointed leader. Someone 
who is a decision maker in the executive 
branch of our government. (no main verb) This 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the person the 
people elect is capable. Just hopefully 
assumes. (no subject) Assumes through his past 
record as a politician, over the years’ buildup 
of experience and handling situations.  
A president is an appointed leader, someone 
who is a decision maker in the executive 
branch of our government. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean that the person the people 
elect is capable. This just hopefully assumes 
so based on his past record as a politician, 

over the years’ buildup of experience and 
handling situations. 

Simple Past Of Irregular Verbs 

30. dealt  

31. fell 

32. fled 

33. struck  

34. lost 

35. held  

36. stole 

37. cost 

38. broadcast  

39. sought  

40. swept 

41. shot  

Using Apostrophes 

42. Marys father  Mary’s father 

Hes  He’s 

43. Jacks  Jack’s 

parents  parents’ 
 

44. teachers  teacher’s 

Shes   She’s 
 

45. teachers  teachers’ 

Theyre  They’re 

46. Mrs. Wells  Mrs. Wells’ (or: Wells’s)  

Mrs. Hunts  Mrs. Hunt’s 
 

47. Its  It’s 
 

48. Anns  Ann’s 

49. Although its found  Although it’s found 

our childrens and grandchildrens lives   
our children’s and grandchildren’s lives 
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