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The Red Scare heightened the fear of
communist influence and espionage,
making Americans aware of the possible
presence of infiltrators. This fear
manifested in movies depicting invasion
scenarios.

The aftermath of the atomic bomb and
concerns about radiation effects
influenced the themes of these movies,
reflecting anxieties about the
consequences of nuclear technology.
Orson Welles’s radio broadcast created
widespread anxiety as thousands of
citizens believed Martians were landing in
New Jersey, illustrating the power of
media to influence public perception.

. Writers with vivid imaginations like

Asimov and Heinlein offered thrilling
possibilities and contributed to the
creation of imaginative scenarios
involving aliens and the unknown.

. The passage suggests that the mysterious

nature of space, coupled with the
unknown possibilities, fueled the
imagination of writers and readers. This
fascination contributed to the creation of
science fiction scenarios involving aliens,
as seen in the popular culture of the
1950s.
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Enlightenment thinkers applied
Newtonian methods to psychology,
education, government, religion, law
codes, treatment of criminals, the slave
trade, and economic life.

The Enlightenment’s optimistic outlook
was based on the belief that individuals,
using reason, could discover natural laws
and progress toward a better life.

Some thinkers acknowledged that there
were limits to human reasoning powers
and that emotion, or feelings, also played
a significant role in human behavior.
One example is the crusade for the
elimination of slavery.

The emphasis on reason during the
Enlightenment could have influenced
movements for human rights, democracy,
and social justice in the following
centuries, as people sought rational
solutions to societal problems.
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